300 fishermen lose lives after venturing into Lankan waters
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In a tragic irony of sorts, Tamil fishermen belonging to Sri Lanka have in the past one-week been repeatedly attacking their Indian counterparts, even as pan-Tamil political outfits remain unconcerned. 


Several incidents of Indian fishermen being brutally attacked in mid sea, taken captive, trawlers impounded, warned not fish in Lankan water and sent back in batches have forced the community in Rameswaram, Mandapam and Nagapattinam here to observe bandha, demonstrations and street corner meetings.


Past clashed in the Palk straits were marked by LTTE-wary Sri Lankan Navy firing in violation of international norms on poaching Indian fishing boats,


Nearly 300 have lost their lives, as a few among them smuggled arms for the Liberation Tigers.  There have of course been trade rivalries and disputes over area ‘rights’ with neighbouring Andhra Pradesh and Kerala that at times had led to abductions and “royalty” extortions.  But this is the first time that Tamils clashed among themselves, that too brutally.  Ever since its ‘war’ with the militant LTTE, the island nation had banned fishing in troubled stretched but lifted it nearly a year ago following peace negotiations.


They were either pursuing the profession prior to hostilities or got trained while in Indian camps.  Generally, the boats while in the pursuit of their catch find it difficult to restrict themselves to the international boundary line (IBL) in mid-seas.


Moreover, some on both side cross the IBL to net highly paying specific varieties. Compounding the confusion further, there were reports that a ‘front organisation’ of LTTE was behind the recent merciless attacks on their Indian brethren.


A lasting solution lay in the execution of the much-delayed Sethusamudhram project.  Deepening of the sea passage under the project will facilitate among others Indian trawlers gain greater access to areas rich in yield.


The State Congress will be exhorting the party national leadership to urge the Centre initiate comprehensive talks.

