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Drinking water situation in the division is totally under control and administration is taking every step to ensure that people get regular water supply throughout summer, said Divisional Commissioner J S Sahariya.


Addressing a press conference on Wednesday, Sahariya informed that of the total 8600 villages in the division, 2400 are facing acute water crisis and 29 tankers have been pressed into service to supply water every day.  “Division requires Rs. 9.60 crore for the Scarcity Eradication Programme.  So far the state government has allotted Rs 2 crore for the purpose,” Sahariya said.


Briefing in derails, the Divisional Commissioner said that in three phases, a total 4244 measures under various heads were proposed and 1294 measures have already been taken.  He said that this year, 99.14 pre cent rainfall was recorded. Due to less water availability in the dams situated in the catchments areas,  the division is facing water scarcity.


He further informed that in 35 talukas the groundwater level has gone down upto zero to two meters and in only four talukas it is upto two to four meters.  He mentioned that 53 villages are registered as villages facing acute water scarcity.


Directives have been issued to all the District Collectors and Chief Executive Officers to personally look into the water scarcity problem, Sahariya said adding that they have been asked to concentrate on finding out less expensive water resources like acquisition of private wells and special repairs to borewell.  From the proposed 186 cases of  private wells, 100 wells have already been acquired and 517 special repairs have been completed out of proposed 1675 cases, till date, he said.  When asked about the sufficiency of the funds, he said that the state government has asked to complete the work first and then submit the bills.  “State has promised to provide funds for the eradication of water scarcity programme.”  He said that in comparison to last year the situation this year is under control and there will be no problem in drinking water supply.


Talking about Employment Guarantee Scheme (EGS), Sahariya said in the backdrop of scarcity-like situation, in the year 2001-2002 work made available for 1,74,000 non-skilled labourers.  The supportive work for water conservation, like village lakes, percolation  lakes, minor irrigation lakes, gield tanks, forest tanks and other 905 works were implemented, he said adding that the Food for Work Scheme was also implemented successfully, in which, 5,265 metric tonne grains supplied by Central Government was distributed among the labourers.


Giving information about the Total Rural Employment Scheme (TRES), Sahariya said last year on August 15 the Centre announced the scheme and it has 75 per cent share in it.  State acquired the scheme and started it implementation from January 1, 2002 under which the labourers get five kg food wages.  To run the scheme the Nagpur Division has got Rs 5,194 lakh and 37,930 metric tonne (worth Rs 2,097 lakh) food grains for distribution.  He mentioned that more and more labourers are working under the new scheme.


Providing the details of the Shivkalin Pani Sathwan Yojana (Water Storage Scheme) adopted by State from February 14 2002, he said the division has made it mandatory for all Government buildings under construction to have a Roof Top Rain Water Harvesting system.  He said for old building the system will be implemented after having a look at the economic viability of that particular department or office.

