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Maharashtra Chief Minister Vilasrao Deshmukh on Monday Favored setting up of a separate authority on the lines of Electricity Regulatory Commission to decide about levying of water charges on users.


He was speaking at a meeting to resolve the ongoing row between industries and Irrigation Department in the wake of a directive issued by the latter to disconnect water supply of various Industrial Development Corporations (MIDC) across the State, official sources said here.  The Chief Minister said the decision to hike water charges was taken by the State Cabinet and only it would decide about reconsidering it.  The secretaries of Irrigation Industries and Finance departments would prepare a new proposal in this regard that would be taken up by the Cabinet later, sources said.


Till that time, water supply to MIDCs across the State would not be cut, the sources added.  The State Government had in September three-times hiked the charges for water used for industrial purposes.


In view of industrial slowdown, the MIDC refused to burden its customers with the new hike.  But at the same time it failed to clear Rs five crore bills to the Irrigation Department.


 Following which the Irrigation Department issued a directive to disconnect water supply to these industrial areas, sources said.


The Industries Department is demanding that increased tariff should be lower in view of the industrial slowdown.


 CALLS ON GOVERNOR : 
Vilasrao Deshmukh on Monday called on Governor P C  Alexander and discussed wide ranging issues.


As official spokesperson said that the meeting was routing.  “It was a courtesy call,” he added.


Mr. Deshmukh, who was to attend the fifth National Water Resources Council meeting in Delhi, had stayed back in the city.


The meeting assumes significance in the backdrop of the examination marks scandal in the Mumbai University, of which Dr Alexander is the Maharashtra State Finance Commission, which contains in all 230 recommendations, including devolution of funds to local bodies and improvement of administration as well as the implementation of the Governor’s directives regarding equal distribution of funds in the backlog regions.

