Water supply scheme proving a white elephant for UMC
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The municipal council has to spend more than what it receives from the present water supply scheme and therefore the scheme, which is a boon for the consumers here, is proving a bane for the council.


Under this scheme the council has issued around 5000 water connections so far.  Rs.806 each are charged as an annual water tariff for the domestic connections.  The expected annual revenue is around Rs.40 lakhs but due to the tendency of the people to delay or evade the payment of tariff the council could not receive more than half of the sum.


The scheme is proving inadequate at the moment thanks to lifting water illegally by the consumers with the help of motor pumps, unnoticed flowing taps for the want of knobs and the ever growing population of the town.


As the original 1972 scheme, which was commissioned in late 1974, proved inadequate to cater to the public demand a supplementary scheme was inaugurated in 1995.  But even after that the purpose is not solved.


Under this ambitious scheme a pipeline was laid between the filter plant (capacity 5.6 mld) at the outskirts of the town and the main water reservoir at Pandharabodi lake, 6kms from here.  Two 55hp machine have been installed there to pump out water.


Water is stored in 2 tanks of 3 lakh and 2.25 lakh capacity respectively located in Kawarapeth, 2 lakh and 4.5 lakh litres capacity in Parsodi and one of 70,000 litres in Gangapur, after due processing in the filter plant.


It is pumped out of 2 pure water sump wells by two machines of 25hp and 7.5 hp.  The pumping machines at two places is also adding to the expenditure by increasing the power consumption.


Water is supplied to the cultivators only after reserving the adequate amount of it for the town.


Water is supplied to the consumers through 1.5 inch pipes everyday for an hour for which they have to pay Rs.806 each annually.


In some localities people go without water while in some localities people receive it in small quantity.


When asked the chief Officer of the UMC Mr. Rajendra Deshmukh abut this perennial problem he said that those particular locations are above the level of the tanks geographically.


The people have to dig small wells in their courtyards to procure potable water.


The whole exercise of supplying water to the town of around 60,000 population is carried out by the supervisor T.K. Bhute and the electrical supervisor R.S. Baane with the help of one filter operator, 6 chowkidars and a few laborers on the daily wages.  


With the growing number of  borewells at the private construction sites the ground water level is receding fast which may cause an acute water shortage in the region.


Load shedding with or without prior notice by the Maharashtra State Electricity Board also hampers the scheme.


It is learnt that the Maharashtra Jeevan Pradhikarn is chalking out a plan of the proposed additional water supply scheme for the town under which a new reservoir would the set up in one of new colonies.


Water of the lake near Shivapur may be utilized for the new scheme.


The consumers have appealed the council to review the present water distribution systems so as t bring uniformity in it.

